THE TEX YEAR PLAN: COMMENTS

from a hurried investigations to have been well worked out,
and if steadily and wisely developed should in time prove
to be effective.

THE LOCAL AUTHORITY
One difficulty of town planning in England is the
existence of old-established local authorities with con-
flicting views and interests. Xo such troubles exist in Mos-
cow: the decree of 1935 gives the Mossoviet full authority
over the whole area of Moscow and the forest belt. How
admirable! How sensible! How simple! And, alas, how
utterly impossible to copy in a country of rigid traditions
and tough individualism like England!
The power of the central government in Moscow is so
great, the habit of innovation so strong, that at the present
stage any such question simply does not arise. It was
recently decided that the existing ten rayons were too large
to get effective detailed local government. It was decided
to convert them into twenty-three; and the whole thing was
discussed and settled without the smallest difficulty; with
none of the long-continued protests and opposition which
would have been inevitable here, if indeed such a change
could have been carried through at all!
QUERIES
There are three main questions as regards the fundamental
bases of the Moscow plan which might be questioned.
Firstly, is five million the right figure for the population?
Clearly there is no scientific test possible in a question of
this sort. All sorts of factors have to be borne in mind.
Moscow must be a worthy capital for a country with a
population of 170 million people: it must be conveniently
arranged for its inhabitants. It would be impossible to prove
that five million is the right population rather than four or
six; but on the whole my impression is that the decision is
a wise one.
Secondly, should Moscow have chosen a larger area?
This is, of course, a difficult question to answer. Having
regard to the fact that Moscow is a capital city, having
regard to the severity of the climate, it seerns to me that the
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